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Welcome

Ayami Nakatani,

D.Phil. (oxon)
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Okayama University is a leading national university with over 140
years of history. The Discovery Program for Global Learners is a new
bachelor’s program to fulfill our mission as part of the “Top Global
University Project”, funded by the Japanese government.
This program aims to nurture inspiring young leaders who will take
active roles on the global stage. Both the faculty and students
cherish the idea of diversity. Students from over 20 countries are now
enrolled, pursuing their individualized curriculums. Our faculty
members, also coming from diverse backgrounds, bring rich
experiences from different parts of the world.
We provide an outstanding learning experience, including internships,
fieldwork, study abroad, and lab work, in addition to intensive, small
discussion-based classes.
Please visit our official website where you can find a variety of digital
contents to learn more about our faculty, students and education.
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OVERVIEW

Each year, around 30 students from Japan and 30 from abroad join
the Discovery Program, and study in an interdisciplinary and
bilingual environment. Students can pursue their studies in the
following two tracks, or a mixture of the two.

~ Matching Track: Offered by the university’s 10 existing faculties
Faculties and Schools: Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science,
Engineering, Environmental Science and Technology, Agriculture,
Pharmaceutical Sciences (Department of Pharmaceutical Technology only), and
Medical School (Faculty of Health Sciences only)

SE/-HNDE-Voices of Discovery Students

Stefanie Lynn Petrovic
(10AAZE%)

i & :Canada

Discovery Program has made me into a more
culturally sensitive individual, allowing me to
question my surroundings while being more
understanding of other people’s opinions. Thus, |
have gained the courage to share my thoughts and
explore commonly taken-for-granted notions. Aiming
to become a street or urban photographer, | have
been able to take classes from a wide range of
fields - including sociology and anthropology -
which have helped strengthen my photography style.
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Khaya Tsuyama
(4R ANZF5E)
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The Discovery Program is an extremely
interpersonal program that equips its students
with the necessary tools to dive deeper into their
field of study. Your own unique interests and
perspectives can be polished and challenged
through personal conversations with professors
and discussions with diverse peer groups. It is a
great place to experience academic growth and
to explore much more than a textbook can offer.
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Nicole Angeline
Robles Vizconde

(10AAZE4%)
H & :Republic of the Philippines

Graduating from high school, | was unsure of what |
wanted to pursue. | was interested in agriculture but |
didn’t want to learn from a solely science-focused
perspective. | wanted to learn more about culture and
how society works too. In Discovery Program, | am
able to take classes in the agriculture faculty while
also learning about topics such as ‘gender in politics’
and ‘how science affects societies’. Everything | learn
allows me to gain a broader perspective and
understanding of how | can be helpful to others.
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— Discovery Track: Offered mainly by Discovery’s own faculty
Clusters: Transdisciplinary Sciences for Global Sustainability, Cultural

Diversity and Communities, and Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship
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Mayumi Taira
(4B AZHE)
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Studying anthropology and sociology had long been my
interest, so | am mainly taking classes from the cultural
and social clusters. It is meaningful to study with
classmates who have diverse backgrounds because they
always give me fresh ideas through discussions. It is
exciting, as | learn a lot from great professors in the
Discovery Program. | think my past experiences have also
added to my education, and | am happy to be able to
share them with my young peers. | enjoy leaming every
day with this motto in mind, “It's never too late to learn!”
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and meet certain prerequisites may take courses offered in
other faculties on campus. In some cases, students can
also conduct their undergraduate thesis work under the
' supervision of the professors in those faculties.
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*Discovery Guidance
Global Career,
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*Major Foundational Courses Practicums Study Abroad, Laboratory Project Entrepreneurship
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Social Innovation and
Entrepreneurship

*Economics
*Management
+International Development

Transdisciplinary
Sciences for Global
Sustainability

Japanese proficiency is
also required.

+Sociology
+ Anthropology
T -Political Science

Cultural Diversity
and Communities

*Environmental Engineering
+Physical Chemistry

. -Solid State Physics

% +Agricultural Sciences
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Transdisciplinary Sciences for Global
Sustainability

The environmental problems we face today increasingly require
scientists to cross disciplinary boundaries and think across scales from
local to global, and even to cosmic space. Knowledge and skills gained
in environmental engineering, physical chemistry, solid state physics,
and agricultural science are all necessary for pursuing a sustainable
future of our planet.

(Environmental Engineering/Physical Chemistry/Solid
State Physics)

Atmospheric and Astronomical Physical Chemistry/Solid
State Physics

Many puzzles of the universe and many environmental problems can be
tackled by understanding the processes of physical chemistry with
molecular science. Especially, we use laser spectroscopy and quantum
chemistry to study atmospheric molecules and interstellar molecules.
Furthermore, magnetic property of materials can be investigated with
microwave spectroscopy, which may play roles in solving the
environmental problems.
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Environmental Chemical Engineering

This module includes courses that focus on the
fundamentals of biomass, bioenergy, and catalysis,
which are expected to play major roles in future
energy production and reduction of environmental
impacts.

Md Azhar Uddin, Ph.D.

Career

The wide range of scientific skills and knowledge acquired in this
cluster prepare students for careers in consultancy, manufacturing
and service industries, government offices involving environmental
management, renewable energy, agriculture, construction, or
graduate studies.
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Jian Tang, Ph.D.
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Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship

(Economics/Management/International
Development/Philanthropic Studies)

The world we live in today faces diverse issues - poverty, unemployment,
discrimination, environmental degradation and many more. The Social
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Cluster aims at working out sustainable
and scalable solutions to persistent social issues.

Economics and Management

This module includes courses that provide students
with a foundation in economics and management
to work for or start up a business, nonprofit, or
social enterprise.
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Social Business and Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship is about starting and managing a

new venture. Entrepreneurs create a venture to exploit their innovative
idea, which could even involve an innovative way of solving social
problems. This module helps students understand the process of
entrepreneurship, the skills employed and the strategies that innovative
businesses use to solve social issues.

Yuan Yuan Gong, Ph.D.

Philanthropy and Nonprofit Management

This module provides students with opportunities to learn how to change
society for the better as visionary leaders or social entrepreneurs.
Students explore the social, political, and economic roles of nonprofits as
well as learn professional and management skills through hands-on
group projects in collaboration with local nonprofits, step-by-step
exercises, and an interdisciplinary approach.

Career

This cluster prepares students to pursue careers with small or large
corporations, international development organizations, nonprofits,
NGOs, social enterprises, and social businesses in a range of fields
including the environment, community development, and human
services.
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Cultural Diversity and Communities
(Sociology/Anthropology/Political Science)

Globalization has made encounters between people with different values
and customs commonplace. Sociology, anthropology and political science
offer us tools to understand beliefs and practices around the world, and
question our own values. In this cluster, students learn how to examine
mundane everyday matters such as work and family life, as well as
extraordinary situations such as epidemics, disasters, and displacements,
and analyze them from various vantage points, incorporating gender,
sexuality, identity, social networks, and structural inequality. Students also
learn methods including interviews, surveys, and ethnographic fieldwork.

Japan and Beyond

There are many cultural groups in Japan. What we often call “Japanese
culture” is never singular or static. In this module, students learn how
multiple cultures and shifting identities mingle in Japan and beyond.
Migration and Communities

Migration opens doors to new encounters, opportunities, and risks. In this
module, students learn why migrants and refugees leave their homes, and
how migration affects their lives, communities of origin, and host societies.
Environment and Health

Each culture understands calamities such as diseases, epidemics, and

disasters differently. In this module, students take
| e

courses that explore medical and environmental
<
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belief systems around the world.
.

Kimiko Osawa, Ph.D.

Governance

Politics exists wherever people live together.
Courses in this module explore how politics works in
different communities, the reasons for these
differences, and our own roles in politics.

Career

Cross-cultural understanding and research skills acquired in this
cluster prepare students for careers in counseling, consulting,
education, journalism, tourism, international development, global
health, or graduate study. Science and engineering students who wish
to work in intercultural contexts will also benefit from coursework in
this cluster.
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Faculty of Agricultural Sciences
(English/Japanese-based Matching Track)

For the sustainable development of society in the 21st century, we must
overcome the challenges of global issues such as food security and
safety, environmental conservation, declining resources, and clean
energy. This module offers courses related to agrochemical bioscience,
plant science, animal science, and environmental ecology.
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Language Programs

English Language Program

The Discovery Program offers English classes to help students develop
the language ability and academic English skills needed to complete
coursework in English. Students can receive advice on taking English
classes which suit their levels. Discovery Program students may also
take advanced English classes offered through the Center for Liberal
Arts and Language Education at Okayama Universiy, subject to
permission of the course instructors.

ERETOTIL
FARAN)—TOT T LI REBICLIFEOBEICLELREENETHTIVIE
FEDORXIEEIET2-DDEEMNBLRBELET  FEIIEDDEELANILIIH-
FIREEBIEBTBLEODTRNAREZ I B EN TEET H, TAANN -4k
FIUAZDOERHRB > 2—»ETIEEORE (RE—F>7 UXZ2T )—
FALT AT D HTEET (HLHEDOBEHAIVE),

Japanese Language Program

The Okayama University’s Japanese Language Program offers seven
levels of Japanese classes to help international students develop the
language ability and skills they need. Students can select Japanese
classes which suit their levels and goals. Discovery Program students
who take coursework in Japanese and who wish to work in Japan may
also take academic Japanese classes (academic Japanese, career
Japanese) offered through the Discovery Program.
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Sample Class Schedules
T4 ZAH /N —EORFEEIHI

]
]

BEHE P HRENE

ALK ZAkEE T2 =T

While majoring in
aesthetics and art
history at the faculty of
letters, | am also able to
take courses from the
Discovery Program’s
cultural cluster.
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Kaho Kojima (4B AZ4)
Ml EFREE

Cultural Diversity and Communities

General Education Courses-Courses offered outside Discovery Program Required Course Transdisciplinary Sciences for Global Sustainability
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Sample Class Schedules
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My dream is to establish a
nonprofit organization that
provides support to students
pursuing tertiary education,
facilitates the building of
libraries, and provides students
with access to e-libraries.
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Whitney Guerino Ndusilo
(10BAZE)
H & : United Republic of Tanzania

|:| General Education Courses-Courses offered outside Discovery Program Required Course Transdisciplinary Sciences for Global Sustainability
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Sample Class Schedules
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Cultural Diversity and Communities
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| wish to pursue a
postgraduate degree in
educational development,
with the goal of working
as a consultant for an
international organization.
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Pandita Suthamporn
(10BAZ%E)
H & Thailand

General Education Courses-Courses offered outside Discovery Program
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Required Course Transdisciplinary Sciences for Global Sustainability
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. Cultural Cultural
2nd 9:50 Anthropology Anthropology
3rd 11:00 _ B B B
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2nd yr Fall 2018 | Monday | Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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. Current Political Current Political |
3rd 11:00 Events Social Events Social
4th 12:50 Principles of |Entrepreneurship Principles of |Entrepreneurship
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7th 16:20 Statistical Statistical
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8th 17:30 |Social Sciences Social Sciences




Why an Interdisciplinary Approach?

The Discovery Program allows students to pursue topics of interest across
disciplinary boundaries. Students deepen their understanding in their area(s)
of concentration by exploring a topic from a range of perspectives, while
developing collaborative and problem-solving skills. The program’s flexible
curriculum allows students to design their own course of study in preparation
for personal career goals. Through fieldwork, internships, study abroad, and
faculty-student collaboration in scientific research, the program aims to
graduate individuals who can apply multi-disciplinary approaches to local
and global issues. Discovery graduates will have a broad range of career
options, particularly among twenty-first century employers seeking
globally-minded citizens.
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Student Advising

The faculty and staff of the Discovery Program
have a wide range of backgrounds and
experiences. They are ready to assist
students with all aspects of student life,
including individual and academic guidance,
assistance for study abroad, career guidance,
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Practicums

Fieldwork, internships, study abroad programs and laboratory work
help students improve problem-solving skills in real-life settings.
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and preparation for graduate school.
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Admissions* A& (Spring Intake-Fall Intake HEAF -k A%

International Admission EEAR Domestic Admission T« XA/\)—A (#&85%21K)
Fall Intake (30 students), Spring Intake (3 students) 27 students Spring Intake only / EAZ D&
International Admission requires English proficiency. Domestic Admission requires a high level of Japanese proficiency.

Spring Intake option also requires a high level of Japanese ==k b1
proficiency. <<2021 EE]\:KI'EJHEE>>
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\ UNIVERSITY / 2-1-1 Tsushima-naka, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-8530 Japan
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Contact: Discovery Program for Global Learners 1 K. E E

Tel.+81-86-251-7915 Fax.+81-86-251-7201

Email info_discovery@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp ]
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