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The Discovery Program for Global Learners was founded by
Okayama University in 2017 as a pillar of the PRIME program
(Practical Interactive Mode for Education) under the Japanese
government’s “Top Global University Project”. This 4-year bachelor’s
program accepts 60 applications per year (around 30 students from
Japan and 30 from abroad) and invites students from all over the
world to learn together while embracing diversity and teamwork.
Recognizing that we live in an increasingly connected global society,
the Discovery Program provides students with the opportunity to
develop the skills needed to successfully interact and cooperate with
people from diverse backgrounds who may not share their values.
Additionally, the program allows students to create individualized
curriculums that match their interests so that they can gain the
specialized knowledge required to pursue their future goals and
become active members of society who provide solutions to global
issues. For more information about the program, please read this
leaflet and visit our official website.
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OVERVIEW

Each year, around 30 students from Japan and 30 from abroad join
the Discovery Program, and study in an interdisciplinary and
bilingual environment. Students can pursue their studies in the
following two tracks, or a mixture of the two.

r Matching Track: Offered by the university’s 9 existing faculties
Faculties and Schools: Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science,
Engineering, Agriculture, Pharmaceutical Sciences (Department of
Pharmaceutical Technology only), and Medical School (Faculty of Health Sciences only)

~ Discovery Track: Offered mainly by Discovery’s own faculty
Clusters: Transdisciplinary Sciences, Cultural Diversity and Communities,
and Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship
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My journey at the Discovery Program has been filled with
enlightening knowledge and experiences. As an
interdisciplinary curriculum, Discovery Program has allowed
me to broaden my horizons across diverse disciplines to
observe different topics from multiple perspectives, which
has profoundly challenged my taken-for-granted
perceptions. In such an invigorating environment, | was
presented with the opportunity to create meaningful
connections with international students from various cultural
backgrounds, who bring their unique perspectives, values,
and inspiring goals to make their paths for the future.
Thanks to the Discovery Program, not only have |
developed academically and professionally, but | have also
grown as a member of a global community.
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The Discovery Program allows students to choose their
own courses and areas of specialization. In my case, | am
in the Discovery Track and mainly take political sciences
offered in English. By also taking courses offered by other
departments in Japanese, | am able to acquire knowledge
that aligns with my interests and goals. Outside of class, |
have made friends with students from diverse backgrounds
and regularly engage with them over meals, through
discussions, and even during trips to distant places. | grew
up in Okayama and have never been abroad, so | had to
overcome a period of adjustment, but now | thoroughly
enjoy interacting with peers of various nationalities,
religions and cultures.
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Joining the Discovery Program was one of the best
decisions of my life. Not only | was able to be independent,
both in my academic and personal life, but | was also
blessed to have met many wonderful teachers and friends
that helped me become a better person. After | graduated,
| decided to continue my research as a research student.
Starting in April 2022, | will be pursuing my master's
degree and continuing my research on antioxidant
substances.
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The Discovery Program for Global learners is, as the name
suggests, a place that enabled me to truly “discover” my
passion and interests. It also allowed me to gain first-hand
experience in various career paths. With the support of the
wonderful community of faculty and staff, | discovered what
career | want to pursue and developed the skills and values
to lead a happy and purposeful life. Being able to learn
across disciplines broadened my perspective and knowledge
as an educator, enabling me to see and understand things
from multiple perspectives.
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Discovery Track is recommended for students who are interested in the TAZANY—DRET SZEER 5 BFICEEED &) AMEH (CHKFEEFE->TH
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Projects in English. In order to actively pursue deep understanding in specialized fields,
Discovery Track students are expected to read academic texts in English, analyze data
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and information, and share their opinions and arguments in English during class BORKEEDE TRIETHIEDHTEET,

discussions. Students who are sufficiently fluent in Japanese and meet prerequisites
may also take courses offered by other faculties on campus.
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Matching Track is recommended for students who wish to take courses taught
in English, but who are also interested in academic fields offered by other
faculties on campus. Students who are sufficiently fluent in Japanese and meet
prerequisites may advance to the Matching Track and conduct their Senior
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Cultural Diversity and Communities

(Sociology/Anthropology/Political Science)

Sociology, anthropology, and political science offer us tools to understand
beliefs and practices around the world and challenge us to question our own
values. In this cluster, students learn how to examine and analyze mundane
matters such as work and family life, as well as extraordinary situations such as
disasters and displacements by paying attention to gender, sexuality, identity,
social networks, and structural inequality. Students also learn research methods
including fieldwork.

Japan and Beyond

There are many cultural groups in Japan. What we often call “Japanese culture”
is never singular or static. In this module, students learn how multiple cultures
and shifting identities mingle in Japan and beyond.

Migration and Communities

Migration opens doors to new encounters, opportunities, and risks. In this
module, students learn why migrants and refugees leave their homes, and how
migration affects their lives, communities of origin, and host societies.

Environment and Health

In this module, students explore how beliefs about health and environment in
different cultures are rooted in different ideas about “humans,” “personhood,”
and “nature.”

Governance

Politics exists wherever people live together. Courses in this module explore
how politics works in different communities, the reasons for these differences,
and our own roles in politics.

Career

Cross-cultural understanding and research skills acquired in this cluster
prepare students for careers in counseling, consulting, education, journalism,
tourism, international development, global health, or graduate study.
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Social Innovation and
Entrepreneurship

(Economics/Management/International
Development/Philanthropic Studies)

The world we live in today faces diverse issues - poverty,
unemployment, discrimination, environmental degradation and
many more. The Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Cluster aims at working out sustainable and scalable solutions
to persistent social issues.

Management

Courses that introduce the tools and principles to improve and
enhance management skills, expertise, and knowledge that
facilitate career advancement.

Economics

This module provides students with a foundation in economics
to work for a business, government, or nonprofit organization.
In addition to basic economics such as microeconomics and
macroeconomics, students explore poverty, inequality, and
development from different perspectives.

Nonprofit Management and Social
Entrepreneurship

This module provides students with opportunities to learn how
to change society for the better as visionary leaders or social
entrepreneurs. Students explore the social, political, and
economic roles of nonprofits as well as learn professional and
management skills through hands-on group projects in
collaboration with local nonprofits, step-by-step exercises, and
an interdisciplinary approach.

Career

This cluster prepares students to pursue careers with
small or large corporations, governments, nonprofits,
NGOs, social enterprises, and social businesses in a
range of fields including the environment, community
development, and human services.
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Transdisciplinary Sciences

The environmental problems we face today increasingly require scientists to
cross disciplinary boundaries and think across scales from local to global, and
even to cosmic space. Knowledge and skills gained in environmental
engineering, physical chemistry, solid state physics, and agricultural science
are all necessary for pursuing a sustainable future of our planet.

(Environmental Chemistry/Physical Chemistry/Solid State
Physics)

Atmospheric, Astronomical and Biomedical Physical Chemistry

Many puzzles of the universe and many environmental or health problems can
be tackled by understanding the processes of physical chemistry with
molecular science. Especially, we use laser spectroscopy and quantum
chemistry to study atmospheric molecules, interstellar molecules, and
constituent molecules in human exhalation.

Magnetism

All substances are composed of particles with magnetic properties.Magnetic
property of materials can be investigated with microwave spectroscopy, which
may play roles in solving the environmental problems.

Energy, Environmental and Sustainable Chemistry

Energy, environmental and sustainable chemistry focuses on new materials to
tackle the challenges of renewable energy-generation and recycling and
develop sustainable methods that improve existing processes and make use
of renewable resources. (Note: Some research theme for Senior Project will
not be available for the entrant of 2023 and beyond.)

Career
The wide range of scientific skills and knowledge acquired in this cluster
prepare students for careers in consultancy, manufacturing and service
industries, government offices involving environmental management,
renewable energy, agriculture, construction, or graduate studies.
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Agricultural Sciences

(Matching Track:English-Japanese hybrid program)

Discovery Program’s Agricultural Sciences program benefits from the vast
educational and research resources available at the Faculty of Agriculture. For
the first two years of the program, students take basic science and agricultural
science courses taught in English while studying Japanese intensively. From
their second year, students start taking agricultural science courses taught in
Japanese at the Faculty of Agriculture with the aid of a personalized Academic
Japanese Training program. This prepares them to take more courses
together with Faculty of Agriculture students in their third year.
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Language Programs

English Language Program

The Discovery Program offers English classes to help students
develop the language ability and academic English skills needed to
complete coursework in English. Students can receive advice on
taking English classes which suit their levels. Discovery Program
students may also take Advanced English classes offered as
General Education Courses(Kyoyo Courses), subject to permission
of the course instructors.
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Japanese Language Program

The Okayama University’s Japanese Language Program offers seven
levels of Japanese classes to help international students develop the
language ability and skills they need. Students can select Japanese
classes which suit their levels and goals. Discovery Program students
who take coursework in Japanese and who wish to work in Japan may
also take academic Japanese classes (academic Japanese, career
Japanese) offered through the Discovery Program.
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|:| General Education Courses-Courses offered outside Discovery Program Required Course
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| would like to work globally as
a flight attendant, which
requires constant learning and
development.
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I would like to contribute to the
improvement of education in China,
so | am taking classes from the
Culture Cluster in order to learn about
education from different perspectives.
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My future goal is to run an
agripreneurship that benefits
my community and puts to an
end to ongoing food insecurity
in my country.
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General Education Courses* Courses offered outside Discovery Program
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HE(/N—Ia it BEE
[
sl 2F K [&Z2H7)
Winter 2020 | Monday | Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1st Period Food and N
N AAEE2—2 AAEE2—2 AAEE2—2 AAEE2—2 e ;
2nd Period Nutrition Science
_
; Ecological
S e Introduction to épproachblto
) i ustainable
4th Period Macroeconomics Agriculture
5th Period Laboratory of
_— Analytical
6th Period Chemistry
7th Period Laboratory of
—_— Analytical LpzEszE—2
8th Period Chemistry
ardyr  SERIBEH]
Fall 2021 I Monday I Tuesday Wednesday Thursday I Friday
1st Period
] Poverty Poverty
2nd Period
3rd Period B s B B ~ 1
Ee—— RAFE3—1 EiRIREE— B#AEE3—1 HAEE3—1 B#AEE3—1
4th Period 1
5th Period
E LR @<
6th Period
7th Period o
ENMIC RIBENF e
8th Period
9th Period Philanthropy and Philanthropy and
— Nonprofit Nonprofit
10th Period Organizations Organizations
N o
athyr 4R [FFHA)
Spring 2022 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1st Period Logic and N
Methods of Social | EERMF1
2nd Period Inquiry N
3rd Period .
ENEEF
4th Period
5th Period 1
TS REANES AR BRBYHE | SRS
. J—REERT : J—REER2 O—2EER3
6th Period
]
7th Period N
ICREFE ICREFHE ICREFIE
i O—ZEER1 O—XEE&R2 O—XEER3
8th Period |




Why an Interdisciplinary Approach? PR FeMZ-FVDEH

The Discovery Program allows students to pursue topics of interest [RIFAEB TR EEVET P E. MEDIEREMA THRAMDBIECIEZ I
across disciplinary boundaries. Students deepen their understanding in ETAZEC RAGHLWE SEHRBICHEOLET  ZNIEZE LB OERE#
their area(s) of concentration by exploring a topic from a range of AT [HEH A2 UBREL T — DD DB T Y 0F IS > TV BHIE T &
perspectives, while developing collaborative and problem-solving skills. Hh BOABFIEATIETLWREIC AN BIEF BYET . T AHNY—T

The program’s flexible curriculum allows students to design their own
course of study in preparation for personal career goals. Through
fieldwork, internships, study abroad, and faculty-student collaboration in

RZDTOLREZERLET IXNX—HBEPRBAE . RERIR BELEDY
A—/NVERBICX R - BROBREBATT 7O-F L BRIREGZHTHD

scientific research, the program aims to graduate individuals who can Y '%E%E“J%u%’&%‘:_mﬁ%7‘_“’F§QE?§%§‘ 'f‘/’}'(—:/:/yj\ Chs
apply multi-disciplinary approaches to local and global issues. Discovery BBRECEEAEDE T BAVRELEVET AHROFMHBFIELDD. 20
graduates will have a broad range of career options, particularly among Zhoigs (B (ICEEEDPIHKIZ VI T T E AMZZr 21H#iEDTO—
twenty-first century employers seeking globally-minded citizens. NIVHETRDOSNTVET,

Student Advising FAIREARE Practicums

The faculty and staff of the Discovery FAZAANY—TIE BEHS. T Fieldwork, internships, study abroad programs and

Program have a wide range of ATV FRNAHF—ZDEEL laboratory work help students improve problem-solving
backgrounds and experiences. They are YR MASIEEBLTWET, skills in real-life settings.

ready to assist students with all aspects A% 15 LS BHAGS 2

of student life, including individual and e g sp oo e 5= g Z==F
academic guidance, assistance for study %{_&@3}5%%’&?—&%/\@:;?& REMBOTR
abroad, career guidance, and preparation LT BRERELR DR TA—IRT =72 822y T BHEE RREE FHD S
for graduate school. BENERICIRE-BEELET, BRIBEOHRTERNLAREEL T FERRENEMELET,
<RREZ> <RE{LZFIF>
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Access to Okayama

==—= Shinkansen

>< Airport

—— Airline

=== JR Lines

= Bus Lines
1 hour
30 minutes
—_— Y

Seoul

1 hour
40 minutes

Shanghai

2 hours

——
Naha
(Okinawa)

2 hours
30 minutes

—
Taipei

4 hours
20 minutes

——
Hong Kong

Okayama Airport
- o

2 hours

Sapporo

1 hour
10 minutes (Haneda)

Tokyo ypy»< Narita Airport
Nagoya . #Se Haneda Airport
- =
>< Chubu Centrair Airport

==—=-0 "

P Shin-
Okayama Osaka
Hakata < Kansai Airport

Fukuoka Airport

1 hour 3 hours
45 minutes ! EMisasa Campus 45 minutes 15 minutes
N TV Vv

Hakata |

[ P
Kurashiki

MKurashiki Campus

W Tsushima Campus
MShikata Campus
MHigashiyama Campus
MHirai Campus

Admissions* A& (Spring Intake - Fall Intake HFAF -k A 5

International Admission EFEAR

Fall Intake (30 students), Spring Intake (3 students)

International Admission requires English proficiency.
Spring Intake option also requires a high level of Japanese
proficiency.

First Screening Final Screening

Application
Documents

Interview
Online

First Period: Fall Intake (10 students), Spring Intake (3 students)
Second Period: Fall Intake only (20 students)

Domestic Admission F12ZHh/\)—A (#4832 1K)
27 students Spring Intake only / EAZ N &

Domestic Admission requires a high level of Japanese proficiency.

X% [17 A2E]
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CEFR B2LAUVLLE IS4, R
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BER[10ARE]

E1RER RI%ER
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EREE (2i8) @R \ 7-var \ (oEEm
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CEFR B2L NIV EDIHE.
SCMRRIRE (KFE) [d bR

HHBRICALAFICAEDE TUR EBROVWThY—HERRO L ZRULET ORI R EDK S ToH) . SFERE
BB X R BROXDEFRENET F RBRE HE AFROI-ZRRERDZOOTRBIEL A,

HEGEER - RERBROMMIRE S LREL. BEETICEO AL E ¥ 34 HEER - RERRCIAEDIEET S REE
18- IR ER (456E) —BECEFRIBYL NIV EDIHIRER | (ICEDCCEFRB2IU E DR L - % (3. [FCiRFIRE (3E38) |
BrrEaREl RBRERRLET FMliE. PEREER TR,

] 111 R =

BEAEED:

Contact:

K\

A
i

H & &8 https://discovery.okayama-u.ac.jp/jp/
English https://discovery.okayama-u.ac.jp/en/

JTR—IN)W - FTRAH N — - R TS
DISCOVERY PROGRAM FOR GLOBAL LEARNERS

T700-8530 FILTIKEEH_THIEIS

2-1-1 Tsushima-naka, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-8530 Japan
fAILAXZEITO—=/NL- T RANY—-TOT T
Tel.086-251-7912,7915 Fax.086-251-7201

Discovery Program for Global Learners
Tel.+81-86-251-7912,7915 Fax.+81-86-251-7201
Email info_discovery@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp
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